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$100 OFF 
YOUR DAIRY 
ANTIBIOGRAM* 
SIGN UP BEFORE 31ST JULY 
FOR YOUR SPRING D.A.B 
AND RECEIVE 25% OFF!*

Get in quick. Contact the clinic 
on (07) 888 8197 to book your 
D.A.B test today!
*Prices ex GST

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Feed budgets
• Milking Machine Testing
• Spring 1STAid Seminar 

(see details over the page)
• Organising calf sheds
• Calving
• Autumn herd pregnancy tests
• Metabolics/Minerals

 GREG JARRATT

Mycoplasma bovis risk and reproduction
The greatest risk of M.bovis entering a herd has been identified as either 
the introduction of infected animals into a naïve herd, or the feeding of 

milk sourced from a M.bovis infected herd to naïve replacements.

Practically, due to the limitations of 
current tests, the focus by default is 
therefore minimising unnecessary 
stock transfers into your herd.

In simple terms this means the 
sourcing of service bulls during 
mating and the replacement of non-
pregnant animals in the autumn, 
represents two areas of risk and 
potential introduction of M.bovis.

STARTING WITH HEIFERS 
We are fielding significantly 
more enquiries now with regard 
to potential Heifer Synchrony 
programs – allowing Fixed Time 
A.I. While a newsletter is not the 
right forum to discuss the options 
and their pros and cons, it is safe 

to say Heifer Synchrony programs 
are very successful in most 
situations. We encourage you to 
discuss options with us if you are 
considering Heifer Synchrony.

WITH RESPECT TO THE HERD 
Putting efforts into getting cows 
in calf has become even more 
economically significant. We offer 
Repro Ready consultations (free of 
charge) to all MVS farm clients. The 
process involves looking at current 
reproductive key performance 
indicators (KPI’s) and tailoring a 
plan to maximise reproductive 
outcomes. If you have not done so 
already, call the clinic to book  
yours today.

Many thanks to everyone who 
joined us for the recent 

2018 Spring Fling.
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

     June 2018 21kg DM/day 126mm 8°C 2183kg DM n/a

     June 2017 31kg DM/day 73mm 10°C 2311kg DM n/a

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

SPRING 
1STAID 
SEMINAR
A SEMINAR FOR 
NEW FARM WORKERS, OR 
FOR FARMERS WANTING A 
REFRESHER – RUN BY MVS 
FARM VETERINARIAN 
GRANT FRASER. 

By the end of this course it 
is intended that participants 
will be able to:

• Recognise and take 
appropriate action with 
common spring diseases 
of cows and conditions 
including calving. 

• Recognise and take 
appropriate action with 
common spring diseases of 
calves including scours. 

• Understand responsibilities 
of animal care. 

• Correctly administer 
animal remedies and 
follow industry and legal 
requirements.

THURSDAY 12TH JULY 2018 
10.00AM - 2.30PM

At MVS Equine Hospital 
362 Hinuera Road West

$160+GST

Morning tea and light lunch 
provided

Please RSVP by 6th July on 
07 888 8197 or email  
farm@matamatavets.co.nz

 GRANT FRASER

DEALING WITH DIRTY COWS. 
WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?
A recent study carried out in the central North Island has confirmed 
that the timing of when we check for metritis is far more important  
than previously thought. 

The key points from this study and 
several others from the last few 
years are:

• Treating a ‘dirty’ cow improves 
the 6-week In-Calf Rate (ICR) of 
the dirty cows by 10-15%.

• Very few dirty cows truly self 
cure with time – they just get 
harder to detect.

• Cows begin to ‘wall off’ 
endometritis by about 4 weeks 
after calving.

• Only a third of the metritis cases 
were found in ‘at-risk’ cows.

The practical outcomes of this are 
that to get the best 6 week ICR 
from your cows, you need to be 
metrichecking the herd sooner and 
in regular batches. We already do 
this on some herds with very good 
success. 

If you are time poor, it is worth 
considering doing a metricheck 

on the first half of the herd after 4-5 
weeks of calving and then the rest 3 
weeks prior to the Planned Start of 
Mating (PSM). 

Ultimately, if you can only fit in one 
Metricheck, then the traditional 
recommendation of approximately 
3 weeks before PSM means that 
most of your cows will be calved 
and the cows treated should have 
had a chance to cure before you are 
too far into mating.

They also found that only a third of 
the cases of metritis were detected 
in cows that would have been 
considered at-risk cows. This means 
if you check only the at-risk cows 
you will be missing two thirds of 
cases of metritis in your herd. 

Please feel free to talk to us about 
all your metrichecking options. 
Phone the clinic to arrange your 
Free Repro Ready Consultation.

MVS Veterinarian Greg Jarratt treating one of many at-risk cows seen last year


